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Millis Garden Club Plants Daffodils
To Beautify Town Roads
The leaves are still falling from trees but the Millis Garden Club is already thinking about Spring and the new drifts of golden daffodils that will be dancing along Route 109.  As part of a 5-year civic beautification project called Catch our Drift, Chairperson Heidi Dostoomian along with MGC members Patty Breen, Shefali Desai, Cathy Dugan, Diane Hubbard, Nancy Sitta, and Janice Skendarian recently planted over 300 daffodil bulbs at the triangle of Route 109, J. William Heights and Dover Road in Millis. The bulbs, planted in clusters of 3s and 5s, were chosen from a daffodil mix called Golden Medal which offers a variety of size, color and bloom times to promote continuous displays during April and May for passersby to enjoy. The site will be maintained by Dostoomian and her committee of MGC volunteers.

 

"When I was researching sites and selected this one," says Dostoomian, "I didn't realize that there's a lot of foot traffic on the street that parallels Route 109. Soon the many walkers and joggers will be able to see our daffs up close and personal as they run or walk by. We thought the majority of viewing would be from car traffic but as we prepared and planted the bed many pedestrians and neighbors stopped by to chat.

We are very pleased that residents adjacent to the site welcomed the project. It's apparently a well-traveled cut-thru from Dover Rd. to town center as well as a bus stop, so the neighborhood children will be able to admire the blooms which we hope will spark an early appreciation in horticulture."

  .

Dostoomian gives much credit to Jim McKay, Assistant Director of the Department of Public Works, and his crew for all their help in clearing brush--especially poison ivy--and removing debris from the site so that MGC volunteers could prepare the beds for planting.  "This is just one of many projects the DPW has supported us on this year," adds Nancy Sitta, MGC's Civic Co-Chair "the Children's Garden at Oak Grove Farm being a major one."  

 

  Catch Our Drift projects are funded by proceeds from MGC's Annual Bulb and Plant Sales held each summer as well as cash donations which are accepted throughout the year. Anyone wishing to contribute to future Catch Our Drift projects may send a check to MGC, P.O. Box 535, Millis, MA, Attn: Catch Our Drift.  Dostoomian explains “each year, a new site will be selected along town-own land and as a result, every Spring, Millis residents – as well as our neighbors visiting or driving through town – will be able to enjoy early splashes of golden splendor.” The first Catch Our Drift took place Fall 2006 when hundreds of daffodils and daylily bulbs were planted in drifts at the traffic island at Route 115 (Norfolk Road) and Village Street. 





-more-
 

 The Millis Garden Club is a non-profit civic organization established in 2004. MGC sponsors monthly educational programs for our members and the community. MGC also contributes to the beautification of our town, including the planting and maintenance of garden containers at the following sites: Millis Public Library; traffic island at Route 109 and Exchange Street; the entranceway into VMB parking lot; the Police and Fire Station; and the DPW headquarters on Water Street.   For more information on civic projects and membership, please visit us at www.millisgardenclub.org. 
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